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Mission Opportunity Fund: Mission 2026

How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? And how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is written: ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!’
Romans10:14-15
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What stage have you reached in your Parish’s mission to the community?
Are you researching, planning, training, sending, evangelising,
encouraging, welcoming, celebrating, nurturing?

Each one of our 24 Parishes is unique. Unique people in a unique setting of course, but your approach to mission is unique too, as is the progress you have made to date in your mission within the community. We are delighted that the Diocese of Chelmsford have approved our application for a grant from the Mission Opportunity Fund to take our Parishes on to the next stage in mission in the coming year.

Grants to Parishes/Benefices are likely to be in the region of £1,500. Here’s how to apply:

1. Work out what stage you are at, and the progress you want to make. By looking at Romans 10, our list of words or your own Plan, tell us briefly.
2. Tell us how you would use the grant. It might be, for instance, to train people in mission, develop or hold an evangelistic event, make the Church building more welcoming or run a nurture programme. If it’s mission-related, it qualifies!
3. Tell us how much your work is likely to cost, and how much (if any) you plan to contribute.

It’s as simple as that. As we did for the current year’s grant, we plan to review applications, decide on amounts and then send the money to the Parish’s Bank account early in the New Year.

We will ask for a report to be sent to us by the end of September 2026, stating briefly:

1. What took place, and how it compares to the application
2. What the grant enabled that otherwise would not or could not have happened. 
3. Anything that didn’t go to plan
4. Any ‘good news’ stories you would like to share more widely
5. Any lessons learnt that could be helpful to others
6. How you would describe the progress made in the Parish’s mission

We ask that your application reaches us at mail@colchesterdeanery.org.uk no later than Friday 16th January 2026.

May the Lord bless your planning!
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